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"Behold! I Do A New Thing!" 

REGISTER TODAY! - Southeast 
Conference Prepares for 
44th Annual Meeting - Click here 
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Debbie Spearman Hired to Serve as Campaign Follow-up Director 

The Southeast Conference is pleased to announce that Debbie Spearman has been 
hired to coordinate the follow-up to the Campaign to Transform Churches and 
Transform Lives. Debbie, a member of Central Congregational UCC, Atlanta, has 
recently served on the Board of Directors of the Conference. She is retired from 
directing a major marketing initiative with Kroger Markets, and brings to the Conference 
a love of the United Church of Christ, considerable expertise in marketing and 
development, and great gifts as a leader. 
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UCC News 

UCC Newsroom 

Headlines from the United 
Church of Christ 

Oklahoma City church continues 
legacy of dedicated member 
Stephanie Telleen chose to 
remember Mayflower 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ in her will when she 
passed away, leaving her 
half-million dollar estate to the 
church. Now the Oklahoma City 
church will use that estate to 
remember Telleen for her 
selflessness and generosity by 
funding two missions close to 
her heart. 
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Southeast Conference Featured on UCC Bulletin Service 

On May 9th, UCC churches across the country read the story of the Southeast 
Conference, its growth and vitality, and its efforts to enter a new stage of development 
through the Campaign to Transform Churches and Transform Lives. 
» Click here to see bulletin. 



Southeast Conference Joins with Center for Progressive Renewal and UCC to 
Host Korean Pastors' Gathering 

On April 20-22 in the Conference offices, the Southeast Conference participated in 
hosting a gathering often Korean pastors, six of whom are ministers in the UCC, and 
four who are seeking to join the UCC. There were five UCC churches represented, 
and three churches which will be requesting membership in the UCC, including one in 
the Atlanta area. The gathering was organized by Rev. Hojun Chang, a UCC pastor in 
Connecticut, with Rev. Sarah Kim, pastor of Salim UCC, in Roswell, and was 
sponsored by the Local Church Ministries of the UCC, the Center for Progressive 
Renewal, and the Southeast Conference. 




The gathering provided an opportunity to 
hear presentations about UCC history and 
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polity by Tim Downs, as well as others. 
They discussed the unique offerings the 
UCC has to bring to Korean immigrant 
communities as they face the social and 
cultural challenges in the United States. 
Pastors were gathered from the East and 
West Coasts, with four of the ten from the 
Atlanta area. Churches that will be seeking standing in the UCC are in the 
Massachusetts Conference, Central 
Atlantic Conference, and the 
Southeast Conference. 

The gathering agreed to organize 
the Korean Church and Ministries, 
United Church of Christ. They will 
function to assist connecting Korean 
churches with the UCC, and will 
begin to develop interpretive 

materials, as well as history and polity materials, in Korean. There was also 
conversation about strengthening the community with a vigorous online presence. 
There was a sense in the group that this was only the beginning and that there are 
many other Korean churches across 
the United States that would welcome 
the openness and progressiveness of 
the UCC. Tim Downs noted that "the 
Southeast Conference is proud to 
support an effort like this, which is a 
part of reshaping of the UCC as it 
seeks to live fully into a multi-cultural 
multi-racial future." 



Georgia-South-Carolina Association Holds Annual Meeting in Atlanta 

On April 24th, over 50 people gathered for the Annual Meeting of the Georgia-South 
Carolina Association hosted by Rush Memorial UCC and Virginia-Highland Church, 
both of Atlanta. Held at Virginia-Highland, the theme was, "Neither death nor life will be 

able to separate us from the love of God." The 
meeting included workshops on extravagant 
welcome, reaching out to the unchurched, and 
how to develop effective church ministries. There 
was an update on the recovery of Haiti from the 
earthquake. At an ecclesiastical council, the 
association approved David Sigmund, a student 
in care and member of Kirkwood UCC, Atlanta, 
for ordination pending a call. David has moved to California. 

The Association elected Cornelius Watts of First Congregational UCC, Atlanta, as 
moderator, and Dorothea Lotze-Kola, of Central 
Congregational UCC, Atlanta, as vice-moderator. 
They also elected Allen Mullinax of Pilgrimage 
UCC, Marietta GA; Andy Sidden of Garden of 
Grace UCC, Columbia, SC; Chris Mayer of 
Kirkwood UCC, Atlanta; and Ginnie Ferrell of 
Central Congregational UCC, Atlanta, to the Church 
and Ministry Committee. 



The Campaign to Transform Churches Moves to 
a New Phase 

The co-chair of our Campaign to Transform Churches - Transform Lives, Susan 
Mitchell, writes, "As we approach our Annual Meeting in Knoxville, June 12th, I am 
excited about the new things that God is doing in and through the Southeast 
Conference. I am excited because God is doing and going to do more than you or I can 
imagine. Just as Jesus transformed people through his words and action, we in the 
Southeast Conference continue to walk in that legacy as we strive toward our goal of, 
"Transforming Churches -Transforming Lives." It is going to take all of us and the 
"Willingness" to get involved and be actively engaged in the Mission and Ministry of the 
Southeast Conference. I believe we can do it! I have made my commitment! Join all of 
us who have made our commitments!" 
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Visitors to all of the churches of the Southeast Conference have contacted the 
churches to remind them that we would like to be able to announce their names as 
having made a pledge to the Campaign at our Annual Meeting, June 12th. Already we 
have raised over $190,000 in pledges, and many of our leading churches are working 
to determine their goal by June 1st. Co-chair of the campaign, Bob Watson, wrote, "We 
have been deeply moved by the warm and welcoming responses our churches have 
extended to our Campaign visitors. Transforming Churches, Transforming Lives will be 
our vessel to spread the good news of a God who welcomes all God's children, and 
offers the hope of a church that practices radical hospitality." 

11 Year Reports on Churches of the Southeast Conference are Available 

Annually the Southeast Conference receives 11 years of membership and financial 
information for each church in the conference. If you would like to review this 
information about your church, or any others, contact Tim Downs. 

Southeast Conference Youth Ministry Leaders Attend Event in Cleveland 

May 5-7, three members of the Southeast Conference attended a national event for 
UCC youth ministry leaders at the UCC headquarter in Cleveland, OH. Ginnie Ferrell 
from Central Congregational UCC, Atlanta, Aaron Carter from Victory Church, Stone 
Mountain, and Heidi Schuler form Pilgrimage UCC, Marietta, GA, were able to make 
the trip. Ginnie Ferrell wrote, "It was a real gift to gather with youth ministry leaders 
from across the UCC. It gave me renewed life as I watch youth leaders bringing a 
renewed spirit to the church. We were so fed by the hospitality of the national staff, 
and learned some many new ways to stay connected." The leaders hope to bring 
some program and ideas into the Annual Meeting of the Conference. The gathering 
resulted in a proposal to explore the staffing of youth ministries regionally with support 
from the national setting of the United Church of Christ. Aaron Carter writes, "I look 
forward to connecting our youth work with the youth ministries of the region and 
national settings of the United Church of Christ. I came back to Atlanta rededicated to 
doing my work with youth at Victory with excellence." 

Alabama-Tennessee Annual Meeting | Celebrates Legacy of Caring 

Over 100 people participated in the Annual Meeting of the Alabama-Tennessee 
Association at Pleasant Hill, Tennessee, hosted by the Pleasant Hill Community UCC, 
May 14-15, 2010. The meeting focused on health care issues, responded to the 
flooding in Nashville with an outpouring of contributions and supplies, celebrated the 
ecclesiastical councils for two candidates for ordination, and featured dynamic worship 
and the dedication of the new Wharton Home. 

The meeting opened with a worship service on Friday evening at which Tom Warren, 
pastor of Pleasant Hill Community Church, preached, highlighting the identity of the 
United Church of Christ as a Jesus centered, justice seeking denomination. The 
leadership of the service was shared by candidates who were approved for ordination 
and students in care of the association. 

The meeting included two ecclesiastical councils. In the first, Christophe Ringer, 
currently licensed for ministry as pastor of Howard Congregational UCC, Nashville, 
lifted up the United Church of Christ as a mosaic, bound in covenant, and one in which 
he had been inspired by the African-American leaders who had shaped the 
denomination over the years. At the second ecclesiastical council, Lillian Hallstrand 
Strahine spoke of the radical hospitality and love of justice in the UCC, which drew her 
to seek ordination. She honored the Baptist theologian Walter Rauschenbusch and her 
mother Sarah Hallstrand, an ordained Baptist minister. Both Christophe and Lillian are 
graduates of the Vanderbilt Divinity School, and Christophe is in a PhD program. Lillian 
has been called to serve as a chaplain at the Vanderbilt Medical Center. 

The Association gathered on Saturday 
morning for a service of dedication of the 
new Wharton Home in the Braun Cottage, 
named in honor of Dick Braun, the medical 
director of the current Wharton Home. 
Organized around the Eden Alternative, a 
form of elder care that is based on a 
non-medical model, the Wharton Home 
seeks to create a living environment that 
respects the dignity of all residents. The 
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service featured greetings from Bill Johnson 
and Bill Royster, representing the Council for 

Health and Human Services Ministries of the UCC, and an address by Conference 
Minister Tim Downs, who spoke of the Eden Alternative as a witness not only to 
compassionate care, but to justice for our elders. Following this, there were workshops 
on the new health care initiatives of the federal government, palliative care, and other 
health related issues. 

This meeting also celebrated 125 years of ministry of Pleasant Hill Community Church. 
A festive and energetic atmosphere permeated, including a parade of flags and 
banners from the Fletcher House to the Wharton Homes on Saturday morning. 
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